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Welcome
Òeácome�to�the�secoãÙ�oĶcÞaá�ÐãÞteÙ�ÍeÛoçmeÙ�¾huçch��ÐÍ¾��¾hÞáÙçeãēs�aãÙ�
Ôouth�Òoçk��¾ÔÒ��HoáÞÙay�¾áub���ÏÞme�Ïçaveááeçs.�ÏyÞãÜ�Þã�wÞth�ouç�theme�
Ûoç�the�yeaç��ÅubÞáee��we�açe�tçaveááÞãÜ�thçouÜh�tÞme�toÜetheç�to�meet�some�oÛ�
the�chÞáÙçeã�oÛ�the�½Þbáe�aãÙ�see�what�they�caã�teach�us�about�ÛoááowÞãÜ�GoÙ��
áÞsteãÞãÜ�to�GoÙ��meetÞãÜ�wÞth�GoÙ��beáoãÜÞãÜ�to�GoÙ�aãÙ�woçshÞppÞãÜ�GoÙ���
what�caã�we�bçÞãÜ�back�wÞth�us�to�the�pçeseãt�Ùay�aãÙ�ouç�oãÜoÞãÜ�ßouçãey�
oÛ�ÛaÞth?

This material is not designed to be prescriptive, although you may use it that way if you wish. 
Nor is it designed to be exclusive; feel free to swap and change the ideas included here for 
äãÚè�îäê�éÝÞãà�âäçÚ�èêÞéÖ×áÚ�Ûäç�îäêç�Üçäêåè.�Äé�Þè�ìçÞééÚã�Öè�Ö�įëÚ�ÙÖî�åáÖã�×êé�îäê�âÖî�
ÙÚØÞÙÚ�éä�Ùä�Ö�äãÚ�ÙÖî�ÚíéçÖëÖÜÖãïÖ��Ö�Øáê×�äãØÚ�Ö�ìÚÚà�éÝçäêÜÝ�éÝÚ�ÝäáÞÙÖîè��äç�âÖî×Ú�ßêèé�
select a couple of the sessions to do on two or three days in the week.

¼é�éÝÚ�×ÖØà�äÛ�éÝÞè�çÚèäêçØÚ�îäê�ìÞáá�įãÙ�èÚëÚçÖá�ÖååÚãÙÞØÚè.�Ôäê�âÖî�×Ú�éÝÞãàÞãÜ�äÛ�ÖÙÖåéÞãÜ�
this material in a variety of ways and the appendices will give you suggestions and ideas of 
Ýäì�éä�Ùä�èä�Ûäç�ëÖçÞäêè�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�èÚééÞãÜè.

As always, we would really love some feedback. Do let us know what you found helpful and 
if there is anything else you wish we had included. Should we do another such resource next 
year, what would be most helpful to you? And do let us know how you use it – some pictures 
for our Facebook page would be greatly appreciated. Contact�áoççaÞãe.webb�uçc.oçÜ.uk or 
chÞáÙçeã.youth�uçc.oçÜ.uk.

Credits:
Main writing team: The Revd Chris Dowd, Lorraine 
Downer, Nicola Grieves, Judy Harris, Sharon Lloyd, 
Hannah Middleton, Jess Poole, Megan Tillbrook, 
Lorraine Webb, Jo West, Ruth White

Appendices: Leo Roberts, Judy Harris, Ann Davies 
and the Revd Carole Marsden (Shrewsbury URC 
Vintage Messy Church), Sam Richards

Songs: Leo Roberts (music and lyrics) and Roo 
Stewart (score)

Proofreading: Heather Wilkinson and Laurence Wareing

Graphics: Laura Jones

Scriptures quoted from the International Children’s Bible®, copyright ©1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by 
Tommy Nelson. Used by permission.
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In this resource
Appendices
ÒÝÞáÚ�éÝÚ�âÖÞã�çÚèäêçØÚ�Þè�ìçÞééÚã�ìÞéÝ�éÝÚ�įëÚ�éä�ÚáÚëÚã�ÖÜÚ�çÖãÜÚ�Þã�âÞãÙ��îäê�âÖî�ÝÖëÚ�
èäâÚ�îäêãÜ�åÚäåáÚ�ìÝä�ÖçÚ�ßêèé�äêéèÞÙÚ�éÝÖé�ÙÚâäÜçÖåÝÞØ�äç�ØäâÚ�Öè�ßêãÞäç�ÝÚáåÚçè.�ÏÝÚ�įçèé�
ÖååÚãÙÞí�ÜÞëÚè�ÞÙÚÖè�Ûäç�ÚíéÚãÙÞãÜ�éÝÚ�âÖéÚçÞÖá�éä�éÖàÚ�éÝÚâ�Ö�áÞééáÚ�ÙÚÚåÚç.�Ôäê�âÖî�ÝÖëÚ�èäâÚ�
ØÝÞáÙçÚã�äÛ�åçÚ�èØÝääá�ÖÜÚ�ìÞéÝÞã�îäêç�ÝäáÞÙÖî�Øáê×�èä�ìÚ�ÝÖëÚ�ÞãØáêÙÚÙ�Öã�ÖååÚãÙÞí�äã�Ýäì�éä�
adapt the theme for little ones. Perhaps you are running a vintage holiday club and want the 
theme to tie in, so there is an appendix of ideas for the elderly and for those with dementia.  
Why not develop the holiday club as an intergenerational adventure, inviting adults and young 
people as well as children to participate together? There is an appendix with some ideas for 
running an intergenerational event, which may help in adapting these materials.

Overarching themes and activities
Äã�éÝÚ�įçèé�èÚØéÞäã�äÛ�éÝÞè�çÚèäêçØÚ��éÝÚçÚ�ÖçÚ�èäâÚ�äëÚçÖçØÝÞãÜ�éÝÚâÚè�ÖãÙ�ÖØéÞëÞéÞÚè.�ÃÚçÚ�ÖçÚ�
some ideas for decorating your hall or Zoom background and for ongoing/cumulative activities 
Ûäç�îäêç�Üçäêåè�äÛ�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�ÖãÙ�ÖÙêáéè.�ÏÝÚçÚ�ÖçÚ�Öáèä�éÝÚ�éìä�èäãÜè�ìÝÞØÝ�ÝÖëÚ�×ÚÚã�åêçåäèÚ�
written for this material by Leo Roberts.

Reflections for volunteers
It is important for the volunteers running the holiday club to ground it in faith and sound 
theology and to know where the theme is taking them. For this reason, we have included some 
ÞãÞéÞÖá�çÚĲÚØéÞäãè�Ûäç�éÝÚ�éÚÖâ�éä�ÞãØáêÙÚ�Þã�Ö�ÙÖÞáî�åçÚ�èÚèèÞäã�×çÞÚįãÜ��ìÞéÝ�ÙÞèØêèèÞäã�åäÞãéè�éä�
stimulate their own thinking and learning. Obviously you will also want a prayer time together, 
maybe focusing on your thinking and the session ahead.

Arrival activities
Ôäê�ìÞáá�ãÚÚÙ�èäâÚéÝÞãÜ�éä�àÚÚå�îäêç�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�×êèî�Ûçäâ�éÝÚ�âäâÚãé�éÝÚî�ÖççÞëÚ�êãéÞá�éÝÚ�
holiday club session actually begins. These activities will take place in the team areas and are 
to encourage children to feel welcome, engaged and to start them thinking about the theme. 
They will be able to continue building and decorating their time machine as well as doing a 
challenge and creative activity, engaging all learning styles.

Story
We have chosen to deliver the stories in a variety of styles and encourage you to be experimental 
ìÞéÝ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ìÖîè�äÛ�åçÚèÚãéÞãÜ�½Þ×áÚ�èéäçÞÚè.�Áäç�éÝäèÚ�äÛ�îäê�ãäé�ØäãįÙÚãé�ìÞéÝ�èéäçîéÚááÞãÜ�
or drama, or for those of you running your holiday club over Zoom, there are videos of the 
èéäçÞÚè�×ÚÞãÜ�éäáÙ�×î�äêç�éÚÖâ�äã�äêç�ÔäêÏê×Ú�åáÖîáÞèé�www.bÞt.áy/ÏÞmetçaveááeçs�páayáÞst.

ÏÝÚçÚ�ÖçÚ�Öáèä�èêÜÜÚèéÞäãè�Ûäç�ÔäêÏê×Ú�ëÞÙÚäè�îäê�âÖî�ìÞèÝ�éä�êèÚ�éä�çÚéÚáá�éÝÚ�èéäçî�áÖéÚç�Þã�éÝÚ�
session. These are chosen because they tell the story in a way suitable for this age range and are 
true to the Bible accounts.

Bible verse
There is also a focus on one Bible verse each day, which could be used as a memory verse.

Craft
ÏÝÚèÚ�ØçÖĳè�ÖçÚ�ãäé�åçÚèØçÞåéÞëÚ���îäê�âÖî�èê×èéÞéêéÚ�éÝÚâ�ìÞéÝ�ØçÖĳè�äÛ�îäêç�äìã.�
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We recommend checking Pinterest for ideas or referring to past issues of Families on  
ÁÖÞéÝ�¼ÙëÚãéêçÚè�Öé�ÃäâÚ�éä�èéÞâêáÖéÚ�îäêç�ØçÚÖéÞëÚ�ßêÞØÚè��www.bÞt.áy/ÛoÛaaÙveãtuçesathome.

¿ä�éçî�éä�êèÚ�çÚØîØáÚÙ�äç�ÚØä�ÛçÞÚãÙáî�âÖéÚçÞÖáè�ìÝÚçÚëÚç�åäèèÞ×áÚ.�¾çÖĳ�éÞâÚ�Þè�Ö�ÜääÙ�éÞâÚ�éä�
éÖáà���âÖî×Ú�êèÚ�éÝÚ�çÚĲÚØéÞëÚ��ìäãÙÚçÞãÜ��æêÚèéÞäãè�éä�åçäâåé�Ö�ØäãëÚçèÖéÞäã�ìÝÞáÚ�îäê�ÖçÚ�
ÚãÜÖÜÞãÜ�Þã�éÝÚ�ØçÖĳ�éäÜÚéÝÚç��äç�åäãÙÚç�äã�ìÝÖé�îäê�ÝÖëÚ�ÛäêãÙ�äêé�èä�ÛÖç.�ÒÚ�ÝÖëÚ�ÞãØáêÙÚÙ�Ö�
ëÖçÞÚéî�äÛ�ØçÖĳè�ÖãÙ�èØÞÚãØÚ�ÚíåÚçÞâÚãéè���îäê�ìÞáá�åçä×Ö×áî�ìÖãé�éä�ØÝääèÚ�äãÚ�äç�âÖî×Ú�éìä��
depending on your group.

Games
Ïìä�ÜÖâÚè�ÖçÚ�ÙÚèØçÞ×ÚÙ�ÝÚçÚ�Ûäç�ÚÖØÝ�èÚèèÞäã��ìÝÞØÝ�ÝÖëÚ�Ö�áÞãà�éä�éÝÚ�éÝÚâÚ.�Ôäê�ìÞáá�
undoubtedly want to include more games – probably some of the children’s favourites.

Small group prayer activity
This is an opportunity for the small groups to pray together and to encourage a bit of creativity 
in prayer. Prayer during this time can be far more personal and encourage children and adults 
alike to build their personal relationship with God. Remember to allow time to listen and be still.

Recipes
Here are suggested recipes and food activities that are themed to our days and are quick and 
easy for children to make themselves during the session if you choose. If you are using them, it 
would be helpful to consider also serving fruit and a healthy drink. Alternative suggestions to 
cater for those with allergies are in brackets in the ingredients list.

Interview
As you travel back in time, in each session you will meet a child from a Bible story and ask 
them four questions. As the same four questions are asked each time, either the leader or a 
nominated child could carry out the interview or you could use puppets. Again, these dramas 
ÖçÚ�ÖëÖÞáÖ×áÚ�äã�äêç�ÔäêÏê×Ú�åáÖîáÞèé.

Song
Ôäê�ìÞáá�ìÖãé�éä�ÞãØáêÙÚ�èäãÜè�Þã�îäêç�ØáäèÞãÜ�ìäçèÝÞå�éÞâÚ�ÖãÙ�åçä×Ö×áî�éÝçäêÜÝ�éÝÚ�èÚèèÞäã.�
One of our songs is about the time travelling theme in general, the other is a cumulative song 
ìÞéÝ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ëÚçèÚè�éä�Üä�ìÞéÝ�ÚÖØÝ�äÛ�äêç�½Þ×áÚ�ØÝÖçÖØéÚçè.�Ôäê�ØäêáÙ�èÞãÜ�ßêèé�äãÚ�ĒëÚçèÚ�ÖãÙ�
chorus’ part of the cumulative song for each session or you could build up by adding a verse 
äã�ÚÖØÝ�éÞâÚ.�Ôäêç�ØÝêçØÝ�åçä×Ö×áî�ÝÖè�ÖÙÙÞéÞäãÖá�èäãÜè�ìÝÞØÝ�îäêç�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�ìÞáá�Úãßäî���éÝÞãà�
about the lyrics and make sure they are appropriate for this age group and theologically sound.

Closing prayer
The closing prayers are designed to be a little more active and for everyone to get involved in. 
Remember that prayer is for adults as well as children – this is not a time for the adults to go 
äĭ�ÖãÙ�èéÖçé�éÞÙîÞãÜ�êå	�Ôäê�âÞÜÝé�ÚëÚã�ìÖãé�éä�ÚãØäêçÖÜÚ�åÖçÚãéè�ÖãÙ�ØÖçÚçè�éä�ÖççÞëÚ�èáÞÜÝéáî�
×ÚÛäçÚ�éÝÚ�ÚãÙ�äÛ�éÝÚ�ÝäáÞÙÖî�Øáê×�èÚèèÞäã�ÖãÙ�ßäÞã�Þã�éÝÚ�ØáäèÞãÜ�åçÖîÚç�ìÞéÝ�éÝÚÞç�ØÝÞáÙçÚã.

Bible version
For the purpose of this resource we have used the International Children’s Bible. Please make 
èêçÚ�éÝÖé�îäê�ØçÚÙÞé�éÝÚâ�êèÞãÜ�éÝÚ�ìäçÙÞãÜ�äã�éÝÚ�įçèé�åÖÜÚ�äÛ�éÝÞè�çÚèäêçØÚ�ÞÛ�îäê�Øäåî�éÝÚ�
text, and please ensure that you do not change the text in any way. Obviously you may choose 
to use the Bible preferred by your church family but please ensure that it uses language which is 
accessible for your group while remaining a true translation.
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A typical holiday club might run like this:

Suggestions for a daily timetable, 2.5 hours:

• ¼ççÞvaás���Heçe�aãÙ�Now��! -!%�mÞãutes�
• Welcome to the small group – getting to know each other (suggestions circle activities)
• Arrival activities – daily activity as detailed in that day’s session instructions
• Continue decorating the time machine or do activity sheets for the session.

• ÏçaveááÞãÜ�back���ÐpÛçoãt�ÎessÞoã�!��4%�mÞãutes�
• Active warm up (music and exercise routine)
• Song/s
• Check the Bible reading for the day – could have a Bible with a bookmark in it with the

details of the reading. Feed that into the time machine. Music (maybe Dr Who music) and
children walk in a spiral or spin round or move into another room to experience travelling
back in time. Meet the child from the past. First part of interview.

• Story – performed or video
• What are you giving us to take back with us?
• Spiral back to the present. Put the item into the time capsule and take out the

memory verse
• Memory verse – what does Jesus have to say about the theme of the day?

• Heçe�aãÙ�Now���Îmaáá�Üçoups��!�houç�
• Refreshments – recipe of the day
• ¾çÖĳè
• ÍÚĲÚØéÞäã
• Prayer activity
• Games.

• ÏçaveááÞãÜ�ÛoçwaçÙs���ÐpÛçoãt�sessÞoã�"��"%�mÞãutes�
• Song
• What have we learned? Review of story and memory verse. Can we add anything to the

time capsule from today to teach the people of the future about the theme? What do we
think being a follower of Jesus should look like in the future? Chat in groups with feedback
– draw a picture or write a message to feed into your team’s time machine

• Closing song and group prayer activity
• ÂääÙ×îÚ�ìÞãÙ�Ùäìã��ÖãÙ�ÜÖéÝÚç�êå�çÚÖÙî�Ûäç�ØäááÚØéÞäã�Ûçäâ�èâÖáá�Üçäêå.

elcome to the small group – getting to know each other (suggestions circle activities)
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Overarching themes and activities  
for the whole week
Time Travellers – travelling through time to bring messages from the past to 
help us grow in faith, now and in the future

Each day we will travel back in time to meet a character from the Bible who will share their 
ÚíåÚçÞÚãØÚè�ìÞéÝ�êè.�ÒÚ�ÝÖëÚ�äĭÚçÚÙ�Ö�ØçÚÖéÞëÚ�ìÖî�éä�éÚáá�éÝÚ�èéäçî��Öè�ìÚáá�Öè�Ö�áÞãà�éä�Ö�ëÞÙÚä�
ÞÛ�åçÚÛÚççÚÙ.�ÏÝÚ�ÚâåÝÖèÞè�Þè�éä�ÞãéçäÙêØÚ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÚáÚâÚãéè�äÛ�ÙÞèØÞåáÚèÝÞå�Ûäç�éÝÚ�ÙÖî�ÖãÙ�
enable the children to truly explore the message and bring their own thoughts and ideas to it.

Ïhe�peçsoããeá�oÛ�the�¾oãtçoá�GÈÏ�
The Time Travellers’ Lab: Holiday club leader is the professor of the lab who has invented a 
éÞâÚ�éçÖëÚááÞãÜ�âÖØÝÞãÚ.�ÏÝÚ�åçäÛÚèèäç�Þè�àãäìã�Öè�ĕËçäÛÚèèäçĖ.�Ôäê�âÞÜÝé�ØÝääèÚ�éä�ÝÖëÚ�Ö�
sidekick in the form of a lab technician known as “Seconds”. This could be another leader or a 
puppet. Remember, puppets can be very helpful in giving children information that you really 
want them to listen to as well as being used as described in the activities for the day.

The children are the time travellers, travelling with the professor back and forth in time.

Team identity/Time Labs
Designate one area of the hall for each team of inventors and get the teams to come up with 
their own team name.

Decorate your venue
ÏÝÚ�èØÚãÚ�Þè�èÚé�Þã�Ö�ÜÚãÞêè�ÞãëÚãéäçēè�éÞâÚ�áÖ×.�Ôäê�âÖî�ìÖãé�éä�ÙÚØäçÖéÚ�Þé�ìÞéÝ�àÚî×äÖçÙè��
screen, machines built out of cardboard boxes and other scrap. The professor (and sidekick) 
âÖî�ìÚÖç�áÖ×�ØäÖéè��ÝÖëÚ�ØçÖïî�ÝÖÞç��ÜáÖèèÚè��Ö�ØäâåÖèè�äç�Ö�åäØàÚé�ìÖéØÝ�ÚéØ�çäêãÙ�éÝÚÞç�
neck, and carry a clipboard. If possible, use spiral decorations around the room to indicate the 
passage of time. If you have PowerPoint, you may wish to prepare a slide which has a spiralling 
ÚĭÚØé�äã�Þé�Ûäç�ìÝÚã�éÝÚ�Üçäêå�éçÖëÚá�ÛäçìÖçÙ�ÖãÙ�×ÖØàìÖçÙè�Þã�éÞâÚ.�ÏÝÚ�ÛäØêè�èÝäêáÙ�×Ú�Ö�
ÜÞÖãé�éÞâÚ�âÖØÝÞãÚ��êèÚ�îäêç�ÞâÖÜÞãÖéÞäã	��ìÝÞØÝ�ÞãØáêÙÚè�Ö�áÖçÜÚ�éÞâÚ�ØÖåèêáÚ�ÖãÙ�Ö�ÛÚÚÙ�
where the memory verse will be taken from each day.

Decorate each Time Lab
Provide scrap materials or a large drawing area for each team to build their own time machine 
during the course of the holiday club. They may want to develop it further each day. Do not be 
åçÚèØçÞåéÞëÚ���éÝÚÞç�éÞâÚ�âÖØÝÞãÚ�Þè�éÝÚÞç�ÞãëÚãéÞäã	

Ongoing activities
Hotseat
(Optional) Arrange a time for someone from the church congregation to come and visit the 
ÝäáÞÙÖî�Øáê×�ÖãÙ�éÖáà�Ö×äêé�éÝÚÞç�äìã�ÛÖÞéÝ�ßäêçãÚî�Ûçäâ�éÝÚ�åÖèé�éä�éäÙÖî�ÖãÙ�Þãéä�éÝÚ�ÛêéêçÚ��
answering questions from the children.
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¼�chaááeãÜe�Ûoç�the�eãÙ�oÛ�the�sessÞoã
Who can you track down (in real life, on TV or in a movie, in the news, in the Bible) who is an 
example of what we’ve talked about today? Bring a picture and tell us a bit about them.  
Add them to our time machine.

¾oãtÞãuÞãÜ�cçaĳ
Genius inventor’s clipboard. These can be made by gluing a peg at  
éÝÚ�éäå�äÛ�Ö�èæêÖçÚ�äÛ�įçâ�ØÖçÙ.�ÀÖØÝ�ÙÖî��éÝÚ�éÞâÚ�éçÖëÚááÚçè�ØÖã�
add to their clipboard completed activity sheets, a copy of the Bible 
story, things they have found out at home etc. They could even  
draw a blueprint for their time machine.

ÎoãÜs
ÊãÚ�èäãÜ�Þè�Ö�éÝÚâÚ�èäãÜ�ÚãéÞéáÚÙ�ĕÒÚēçÚ�ÜäÞãÜ�äã�Ö�ßäêçãÚîĖ��ìÝÞØÝ�
would be perfect for the start of your session and possibly also for 
when the group travels back in time.

The second song, “Hello, hello”, is cumulative. It has a general verse and chorus and then 
èåÚØÞįØ�ëÚçèÚè�Ûäç�ÚÖØÝ�ÙÖî.�Ôäê�âÖî�ØÝääèÚ�ßêèé�éä�èÞãÜ�éÝÚ�çÚáÚëÖãé�ëÚçèÚ�Ûäç�éÝÚ�ÙÖîēè�éÝÚâÚ�
or you may choose to build this song up.

Find the sheet music overleaf.

Sing along with Leo videos available on www.bÞt.áy/ÏÞmetçaveááeçs�páayáÞst or from 
chÞáÙçeã.youth�uçc.oçÜ.uk on request.
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Essential things to think about
Covid-safe
¼é�éÝÚ�éÞâÚ�äÛ�ìçÞéÞãÜ��éÝÚ�çÚèéçÞØéÞäãè�Ûäç�¾äëÞÙ�!)�ÝÖëÚ�×ÚÚã�áÞĳÚÙ�ÖãÙ�îäê�ãä�áäãÜÚç�ãÚÚÙ�
to use track and trace, but please ensure that you have checked the current situation before 
running your event in case the situation has changed in any way. It is wise to make everyone 
ÖìÖçÚ�éÝÖé�ÞÛ�éÝÚî�ÖçÚ�èÝäìÞãÜ�Öãî�èÞÜãè�äç�èîâåéäâè�äÛ�¾äëÞÙ�!)��éÝÚã�éÝÚî�âêèé�èéÖî�Öé�
ÝäâÚ.�ÎÝäêáÙ�ÖãîäãÚ�éÚèé�åäèÞéÞëÚ�äç�èêèåÚØé�éÝÚî�âÖî�ÝÖëÚ�ÙÚëÚáäåÚÙ�¾äëÞÙ�!)�ÙêçÞãÜ�éÝÚ�
course of the event, they should inform the leaders so that, where necessary, they can inform 
éÝäèÚ�ìÝä�ÝÖëÚ�×ÚÚã�Þã�ØäãéÖØé�ÖãÙ�èêÜÜÚèé�éÝÖé�éÝÚî�âÖî�ìÞèÝ�éä�èÚáÛ�ÞèäáÖéÚ�ÚéØ.�ÄÛ�çÚÜÞäãÖá�
or national restrictions have been reinstated due to a surge or recurrence of the pandemic, 
please see the Supersleuths holiday club material or check the website for further information 
about risk assessments and recommended precautions for ensuring your holiday club is as 
¾äëÞÙ�èÖÛÚ�Öè�åäèèÞ×áÚ.

Online Holiday Club
Ôäê�âÖî�ÝÖëÚ�ÙÚØÞÙÚÙ�éä�Ùä�îäêç�ÝäáÞÙÖî�Øáê×�äëÚç�Õääâ�äç�Ö�èÞâÞáÖç�äãáÞãÚ�åáÖéÛäçâ.�ÈêØÝ�äÛ�
the material here can also be done online, with children provided with a pack of resources to 
use during each session, although some of the games may need to be adapted. It might be fun 
to dress up and/or to decorate your background. Please make sure that your volunteers have 
all read www.bÞt.áy/saÛeÜuaçÙÞãÜappeãÙÞíc.

Ôäê�ØÖã�Ùä�èâÖáá�Üçäêå�ÖØéÞëÞéÞÚè�äãáÞãÚ�×î�êèÞãÜ�×çÚÖàäêé�çääâè��×êé�çÚâÚâ×Úç�éÝÖé�îäê�
âêèé�ÝÖëÚ�éìä�ÖÙêáéè�ìÝä�ÖçÚ�¿½Î�ØÝÚØàÚÙ�Þã�ÚÖØÝ�×çÚÖàäêé�çääâ.�Ôäê�âÞÜÝé�Öáèä�áÞàÚ�éä�
watch this helpful video from Ruth White to help you think about the pros and cons of online 
engagement with children https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzIzkG8-H4o.

Outdoors
Ôäê�âÖî�ÝÖëÚ�ÙÚØÞÙÚÙ�éä�çêã�îäêç�ÝäáÞÙÖî�Øáê×�äêéÙääçè.�ÒÝÞáÚ�èäâÚ�äÛ�éÝÞè�âÖéÚçÞÖá�Þè�
suitable for doing outdoors, you will need to enhance it with extra activities more appropriate 
for taking advantage of the outdoor space. Alternatively, you may have access to a marquee or 
áÖçÜÚ�ÜÖïÚ×ä�ìÝÞØÝ�îäê�ØäêáÙ�êèÚ��äç�Üä�äêéèÞÙÚ�Ûäç�åÖçé�äÛ�éÝÚ�èÚèèÞäã�ÞÛ�îäê�ÝÖëÚ�éÝÚ�ÛÖØÞáÞéÞÚè�
for that. If you are using outside space, you will need to ensure that the area is clean and free 
Ûçäâ�áÞééÚç�ÖãÙ�ÖãÞâÖá�ÛÖÚØÚè�×ÚÛäçÚ�ÖãÙ�ÖĳÚç�îäêç�èÚèèÞäã�ÖãÙ�îäê�ìÞáá�Öáèä�ãÚÚÙ�éä�ØäãèÞÙÚç�
Ýäì�îäê�ìÞáá�ÚãèêçÚ�éÝÖé�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�Ùä�ãäé�ìÖãÙÚç�äĭ�Ûçäâ�éÝÚ�ÖçÚÖ.�Ôäê�ìÞáá�ãÚÚÙ�éä�éÝÞãà�Ö×äêé�
safeguarding – how to ensure that no adults who are not on the team engage inappropriately 
ìÞéÝ�éÝÚ�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�Þã�îäêç�ØÖçÚ.�Ôäê�ìÞáá�Öáèä�ãÚÚÙ�éä�éÝÞãà�Ö×äêé�ÞèèêÚè�èêØÝ�Öè�ÖØØÚèè�éä�éäÞáÚéè.

Registration
It is important to keep an accurate register of the children and adults who attend on each day 
of your holiday club. This information will need to be kept according to your church’s data 
protection and safeguarding policies.

ËÖçÚãéè�ØÖçÚçè�âêèé�Öáèä�įáá�Þã�Ö�çÚÜÞèéçÖéÞäã�ØäãèÚãé�Ûäçâ�ÖãÙ�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�èÝäêáÙ�ãäé�×Ú�
accepted into the holiday club without it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzIzkG8-H4o
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The registration/consent form must include name and date of the event; child’s details; details 
of two emergency contacts; details of any additional needs; any health needs, medication or 
ÖááÚçÜÞÚè��ÖØàãäìáÚÙÜÚâÚãé�äÛ�áÞÖ×ÞáÞéî��ØäãèÚãé�Ûäç�åÝäéäÜçÖåÝè��ØäãèÚãé�Ûäç�įçèé�ÖÞÙ�ÖãÙ�
emergency treatment; details of who will be collecting the child at the end of the session.  
Do not include any information which you do not actually need (eg gender).

Ensure that your registration/consent form states where parents/carers can access your 
data policy and safeguarding policy. These forms must be kept securely and used sensitively. 
Sample registration forms are available here:�www.bÞt.áy/ÜeãeçaáçeÜÞstçatÞoãÛoçm.

Safeguarding
Make sure you are familiar with your church’s safeguarding policy and that volunteers have 
received training. Everyone over the age of 18 who is taking part in your holiday club must 
have an enhanced DBS check for the church. Occasional visitors who do not have a DBS 
ØÚçéÞįØÖéÚ�âêèé�ãäé�×Ú�áÚĳ�ÖáäãÚ�ìÞéÝ�ØÝÞáÙçÚã��ÖãÙ�éÝÚ�áÚÖÙÚçèÝÞå�äÛ�éÝÚ�Øáê×�ÖçÚ�çÚèåäãèÞ×áÚ�
for ensuring that a leader is with them at all times. See the URC Good Practice 5  
www.uçc.oçÜ.uk/ÜooÙ-pçactÞce-poáÞcy-aãÙ-pçoceÙuçes.

Ôäê�âÖî�įãÙ�éÝÖé�ëäáêãéÚÚçè�ÝÖëÚ�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�Öé�éÝÚ�ÝäáÞÙÖî�Øáê×�éä�ìÝäâ�éÝÚî�ÖçÚ�çÚáÖéÚÙ�äç�
have a close bond. They should be encouraged to remember not to treat those children any 
ÙÞĭÚçÚãéáî���ÝêÜè�ÖãÙ�àÞèèÚè��èÞééÞãÜ�äã�áÖåè��×ÚÞãÜ�ÖáäãÚ�ìÞéÝ�Ö�ØÝÞáÙ��éÝÚèÚ�éÝÞãÜè�ÖçÚ�įãÚ�Ûäç�
at home but not advisable in a church club situation.

Photographs
ÊãÚ�äç�éìä�åÚäåáÚ�èÝäêáÙ�×Ú�ÞÙÚãéÞįÚÙ�Öè�ÙÚèÞÜãÖéÚÙ�åÝäéäÜçÖåÝÚçè�Ûäç�éÝÚ�ÚëÚãé�ÖãÙ�èÝäêáÙ�
wear a badge identifying them as such. They should use a camera rather than a smartphone 
where possible to take photographs and should only photograph those children whose  
parents have given permission. Photographs should not be used on any social media other 
éÝÖã�éÝÚ�ØÝêçØÝēè�äç�¾ÝêçØÝ�ÃäêèÚ�äĶØÞÖá�èäØÞÖá�âÚÙÞÖ.�ÎÚÚ�éÝÚ�ÐÍ¾�ÂääÙ�ËçÖØéÞØÚ�%�
www.uçc.oçÜ.uk/ÜooÙ-pçactÞce-poáÞcy-aãÙ-pçoceÙuçes.�Ôäê�ÖçÚ��ÝäìÚëÚç��ÚãØäêçÖÜÚÙ�éä�
èÝÖçÚ�Öãî�åÝäéäÜçÖåÝè�ìÞéÝ�¾ÝêçØÝ�ÃäêèÚ�¾ÝÞáÙçÚãēè�ÖãÙ�ÔäêéÝ�Òäçà��ìÞéÝ�ÖååçäåçÞÖéÚ�
åÚçâÞèèÞäãè��Ûäç�êèÚ�äã�éÝÚ�ìÚ×èÞéÚ��¾ÔÒ�ÁÖØÚ×ääà�åÖÜÚ�ÖãÙ�Þã�ÐÍ¾�åê×áÞØÖéÞäãè.

Mobile phones
It is good practice that no mobile phones are brought into the holiday club area unless 
absolutely necessary.

Risk assessments
It is essential that you do a risk assessment for the venue you are using for your holiday club 
ÖãÙ�Öáèä�éä�Ùä�çÞèà�ÖèèÚèèâÚãéè�Ûäç�éÝÚ�ÖØéÞëÞéÞÚè�îäê�ìÞáá�ÚãÜÖÜÚ�Þã.�Ôäê�âêèé�Öáèä�Ùä�éÝÞè�Ûäç�
éÝÚ�åçÚØÖêéÞäãè�îäê�ìÞáá�êèÚ�éä�çÚÙêØÚ�éÝÚ�èåçÚÖÙ�äÛ�¾äëÞÙ�!)��ÞÛ�ÖååçäåçÞÖéÚ.�Ôäêç�ØÝêçØÝ�âÖî�
have its own policy and template for risk assessments but you may wish to use or adapt the 
ones available here: www.bÞt.áy/cywsupeçsáeuths. Depending on the current situation with 
¾äëÞÙ�!)��îäê�âÖî�Öáèä�ìÞèÝ�îäêç�ëäáêãéÚÚçè�éä�ØäâåáÚéÚ�Ö�åÚçèäãÖá�çÞèà�ÖèèÚèèâÚãé.�ÍÞèà�
ÖèèÚèèâÚãéè�ÖçÚ�êèÚáÚèè�ÞÛ�ßêèé�åêé�Þã�Ö�įáÚ.�ÀãèêçÚ�éÝÖé�Öáá�îäêç�ëäáêãéÚÚçè�ÝÖëÚ�çÚÖÙ�éÝÚ�çÞèà�
ÖèèÚèèâÚãé�äç��×ÚééÚç�èéÞáá��ÙÞèØêèè�Þé�ÙêçÞãÜ�îäêç�åçÚ�èÚèèÞäã�×çÞÚįãÜè.�ËáÚÖèÚ�×Ú�ÖìÖçÚ�éÝÖé�Öáá�
risk assessments should be approved by your church leadership team.

Safety



Time Travellers’ Holiday Club16

Check the premises you use are safe, hygienic and suitable for children – think about stacked 
ØÝÖÞçè��ĲääçÞãÜ��éäÞáÚéè��ÚéØ.

Children should not be allowed unaccompanied into kitchen areas.

Think about how to make your toilets a safe place without compromising privacy and dignity, 
so that you know when children have gone to the toilet and how long they have been gone.  
As far as this is possible, designate separate toilets for adults.

Have a routine for checking throughout the session that children have not gone missing from 
the group. Have a routine for the end of the session – perhaps tell the children that they are 
èêåÚçÜáêÚÙ�éä�éÝÚ�Ĳääç�êãéÞá�éÝÚÞç�åÖçÚãé�äç�ØÖçÚç�ØäâÚè�éä�ØäááÚØé�éÝÚâ���ÖãÙ�éÝÚã�ÜÚé�éÝÚ�
parent and child to come to a leader to be signed out.

¼áéÝäêÜÝ�Þé�Þè�ãäé�Øäâåêáèäçî�éä�ÝÖëÚ�èäâÚäãÚ�äã�éÝÚ�éÚÖâ�ìÝä�Þè�Ö�éçÖÞãÚÙ�įçèé�ÖÞÙÚç��Þé�Þè�Ö�
ëÚçî�ÜääÙ�ÞÙÚÖ.�ÈÖàÚ�èêçÚ�ÚëÚçîäãÚ�äã�éÝÚ�éÚÖâ�àãäìè�ìÝÚçÚ�éÝÚ�įçèé�ÖÞÙ�×äí�Þè�ÖãÙ�ãäâÞãÖéÚ�
èäâÚäãÚ�éä�ÚãèêçÚ�éÝÖé�éÝÚ�×äí�Þè�Ûêááî�èéäØàÚÙ.�ÃÖëÚ�Ö�įçèé�ÖÞÙ�çÚØäçÙÞãÜ�èÝÚÚé�äç�×ääà�ÖãÙ�
àÚÚå�ØáÚÖç�ÖãÙ�Ûêáá�çÚØäçÙè�äÛ�Öãî�Þãßêçî��ÝäìÚëÚç�âÞãäç��ìÝä�éçÚÖéÚÙ�Þé��ÖãÙ�ìÝÖé�ìÖè�ÙäãÚ.�
Ensure that the record is dated and signed and take note of anything that needs to be done to 
minimise risk of that happening again. See here: https://bÞt.áy/accÞÙeãtÞãcÞÙeãtÛoçm.

Behaviour
Remember that the children are at a club and it should be fun for everyone. Do not impose 
rules that are not necessary or enforce participation if the child feels uncomfortable.  
One member of the team should be the key person to speak to for any issues that arise, 
and this should be the only team member who liaises directly with parents or carers about 
behaviour. Remember that the best way of encouraging appropriate behaviour is to model it 
ÖãÙ�éä�×êÞáÙ�åäèÞéÞëÚ�çÚáÖéÞäãèÝÞåè.�Ôäê�âÖî�ìÖãé�éä�ìÖéØÝ�éÝÚ�ëÞÙÚä�äã�èéçÖéÚÜÞÚè�éä�èêååäçé�
behaviour that challenges, which was prepared for leaders of the Pilots organisation  
https://youtu.be/)ÓípvÐGÑÏ�o. It is good to have a behaviour policy which all team  
members read and which is available for parents. An example can be found at  
www.uçc.oçÜ.uk/hoáÞÙay-cáub.�Ôäê�âÖî�Öáèä�ìÖãé�Ö�èÞâåáÚ�ØäÙÚ�äÛ�ØäãÙêØé�ìÝÞØÝ�Öáá�
participants sign, an example of which can be found at https://bÞt.áy/behavÞouçpoáÞcy. It is 
ÝÚáåÛêá�éä�ÝÖëÚ�Ö�èÝäçé�ÖãÙ�åêãØÝî�áÞèé�äÛ�ÖçäêãÙ�įëÚ�ÜäáÙÚã�çêáÚè��ÛçÖâÚÙ�åäèÞéÞëÚáî��ĒìÚ�ìÞááē�
çÖéÝÚç�éÝÖã�ĒìÚ�ìäãēéē��ÖãÙ�ìÞéÝ�ëÞèêÖá�ØêÚè�Öè�ìÚáá�Öè�ìäçÙè.�ÏÝÞè�ØÖã�×Ú�åêé�êå�Þã�ÚÖØÝ�çääâ�
and referred to whenever necessary.

Additional needs and inclusivity
All we do in our churches and fellowship should be as inclusive as we can possibly make it. 
Nobody should be excluded due to their background, ethnicity, physical or learning needs, 
ÜÚãÙÚç��äç�Ûäç�Öãî�äéÝÚç�çÚÖèäã.�¾äãèÞÙÚç�ìÝÖé�ÖÙßêèéâÚãéè�âÖî�ãÚÚÙ�éä�×Ú�âÖÙÚ�éä�ÚãÖ×áÚ�Öáá
ØÝÞáÙçÚã�éä�éÖàÚ�åÖçé.�Ôäê�âÖî�įãÙ�Þé�ÝÚáåÛêá�éä�ìÖéØÝ�éÝÚ�ëÞÙÚä�äã�èéçÖéÚÜÞÚè�éä�èêååäçé�
additional needs which was prepared for leaders of Pilots https://youtu.be/usÕÒÛÊÛÀhm8. 
Contact�chÞáÙçeã.youth�uçc.oçÜ.uk for some practical tips on supporting transgender or  
ãäã�×ÞãÖçî�ØÝÞáÙçÚã�ÖãÙ�îäêãÜ�åÚäåáÚ.

Timetable
Ensure that everyone is familiar with the timetable for the sessions. It is a good idea to 
establish a routine for your sessions and stick with it as far as possible. It is also helpful to have 
Ö�áÖçÜÚ�èØÖáÚ�ëÞèêÖá�éÞâÚéÖ×áÚ�Ûäç�éÝÚ�èÚèèÞäã�êå�ìÝÚçÚ�ÚëÚçîäãÚ�ØÖã�èÚÚ�Þé��âÖî×Ú�ìÞéÝ�èâÖááÚç�
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versions in any other rooms you use. If you would like help with putting together a visual 
éÞâÚéÖ×áÚ�êèÞãÜ�ÒÞÙÜÞé�éä�ØçÚÖéÚ�èîâ×äáè��åáÚÖèÚ�Ùä�èåÚÖà�éä�îäêç�ÎîãäÙ�¾ÔÒ�èåÚØÞÖáÞèé�
äç�¾Ô¿Ê.

Debrief and review
¼áéÝäêÜÝ�îäê�ìÞáá�×Ú�éÞçÚÙ�ÖĳÚç�Öã�ÚãÚçÜÚéÞØ�èÚèèÞäã�ÖãÙ�ìÖãé�éä�ØáÚÖç�êå�ÖãÙ�Üä�ÝäâÚ�Öè�
quickly as possible, it is good practice and helpful to have a daily debrief of how everything 
went, and to consider whether anything needs adapting for the next day; and capturing 
åäèÞéÞëÚè�ÖãÙ�ãÚÜÖéÞëÚè�Ûäç�Öã�äëÚçÖáá�ÚëÖáêÖéÞäã�äÛ�éÝÚ�ÝäáÞÙÖî�Øáê×.�Ôäê�âÞÜÝé�Öáèä�áÞàÚ�éä�
include the children and their families in your evaluation.

Feedback
The writers of this resource would greatly appreciate any feedback on how your holiday club 
went, which parts of this document were useful to you, whether there was anything additional 
that you needed. Please email chÞáÙçeã.youth�uçc.oçÜ.uk. Remember, we would also love you 
to share with us any photographs for which you have the appropriate permissions.
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