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A Friendship Found

Welcome (Parents and Carers asked to stay until after the Opening Prayer) 

[bookmark: _Hlk536168152]Welcome back to Friends on Faith Adventures. We are looking forward to going on a journey and nobody knows where we will end up. All we know is we have got our crate filled with adventure and an open path ahead. So, hold on tight and enjoy the ride!! 
Let’s hear about FOFA bear and FOFA cam’s adventures this week and how everyone got on with the Walking the Way challenge. (Encourage everyone, including parents and carers, to join in.) 

The Opening Prayer
We are friends together (shake hands with both palms facing towards body) 
On a faith adventure (point to forehead with thumb. Hold other hand with palm facing up and bring the side of your first hand down so that it goes across the palm of the second hand just below the fingers)
With the Bible as our mapbook (draw cross with thumbnail on back of hand then put hands together and open like a book) 
And Jesus as our guide (use index fingers to point into palm of each hand in turn).
God, be with us in all that we do (point up, then make index finger into a hook shape and move down as though pulling down towards you) 
And go with us wherever we go (point outwards). 
Amen (two thumbs up with hands apart, bring hands together) 

Alternative Opening Prayer
Lord help us to be:
Prepared for adventure 
In all we do.
Loving and caring,
Open to others
Together as one community
Sharing the love of Jesus on our way.
Amen 

Fun Together
Shove ha’penny!
What you will need:
· Pennies (1p and 2p)
· A ha’penny board or a table
· Masking tape
· Pen
If you have a ha’penny board use that for this game, if not then follow these instructions to set up your own board.
Position a table lengthways, stand at the narrow end, this is your starting point. About half way up the table place a piece of masking tape from one side of the table to the other table and write 10, place 2 more pieces evenly spaced until you are near the end of the table, write 25 on one and 50 on the other, these are your scoring markers. 
The player stands at the narrow end of the table and places their penny on the edge of the narrow end of the table with half the penny hanging over the edge and the other half on the table. They then use the palm of their hand to shove the penny up the table, make a note of which masking tape marker the penny goes past (anything below the 10 is counted as 5 points), this is their score for that round. They take their penny off the board and it is the next persons turn, play a few rounds adding up the persons scores as you go, the winner is the person with the highest score at the end of the game.

Hunt the thimble
What you need:
· Thimble or other small object
Play a good old-fashioned game of hunt the thimble. Everyone closes their eyes or leaves the room while a chosen person hides the thimble or another small object. Then everyone opens their eyes or returns into the room and tries to find where the thimble is hidden. The person who hid the thimble can give clues such as warm, cold, very warm, very cold, to help the hunters narrow down where it might be hidden. 
Link to the story by telling everyone that in today’s story a lady loses something very precious to her and she doesn’t stop looking for it until she finds it.

Today’s theme teaches us that each one of us is just as precious to Jesus and he won’t ever give up on us. 

The Big Story- The lost coin – Luke ch15 v 1-10

What you need:
Before you start hide the coin in Reader 2’s shoe. Set out a chair with a cushion on it, a bed with blanket and pillow, a table with a jug and a plate and a mug on them and a torch resting on the table. Stand a broom nearby. In a purse on the table have ten more coins (chocolate ones will be fine!) 
Reader 1: There was once a lady, we will call her Sharon, who was very careful with her things, looking after them and keeping them safe.
Reader 2: I like to count my coins each day to make sure they are safe…..1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10. [count out the ten coins] Great, all there.
Reader 1: Sharon worked hard all day, looking after her house and keeping it tidy, making bread for tea, doing the washing and hanging it out to dry.  [Act out doing these things]
Reader 2: Gosh I am getting quite tired.
Reader 1: All that hard work had made Sharon tired, so she went to bed for the night. [Act going to bed] The next day she woke up and counted her coins as usual.
Reader 2: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 and………….and………..oh no [Count the coins out one at a time]
Reader 1: Sharon had lost one of her coins, she now only had 9!
Reader 2: Oh no, what am I going to do?!
Reader 1: Sharon decided to look everywhere in her house
[Get the children to suggest places she should look. Reader 2 should make a show of looking really carefully everywhere they suggest] 
Reader 1: She lit a lamp and searched in all the dark corners of the house 
[Get one of the children to give her a torch – Reader 1 to look in all the dark corners e.g. under the table and chair]
Reader 1: When she still couldn’t find it, she grabbed a broom and swept every inch of the floor. 
[Get a child to pass her the broom and help her sweep] 
Reader 2: Oooh! Cobwebs! 
Reader 1: She was determined to find it so she searched and searched until…. Well, there it was, hidden away in her shoe! It must have tumbled in there when she was getting ready for bed. 
Reader 2: Yes, yes, yes, I have found it! [Jumped up and down really happy]
Reader 1: Sharon was so pleased to have found the coin she had a party and invited all her friends over to celebrate with her. 
Reader 1: Jesus told this story to help us understand that even if we forget him, he keeps searching for us and staying our friend. We are so precious to God that when we choose to be a follower of Jesus, all heaven throws a party to celebrate!  
Reader 2: I wonder what that party would be like. 

Creative Adventure
[bookmark: _Hlk8208452]Friendship purse
What you will need:
· Foam paper Oakwood Archer Foam Block 40 Sheets Assorted, EVA, 14x21.6x9 cm : Amazon.co.uk: Stationery & Office Supplies
· Scissors
· Double sided sticky tape
· Foam stickers
· Felt tips
· Small bits of paper

[image: See the source image]Fold a piece of foam so that the bottom edge rests roughly 2cm from the top edge then use double sided sticky tape to secure the edges, leaving the top open like a purse. Use the pens to write ‘Friendship’ on the foam and decorate with the stickers. On the small pieces of paper, encourage everyone to write or draw ways that they can be friends with Jesus, one idea on each piece of paper. (Read the Bible, draw Jesus a picture, talk to him, listen to music with him, watch tv with him, lie quietly with him, etc) Pop the bits of paper into the purse and challenge the children to take one of the pieces of paper out each day and try to do what they have drawn or written down. 

Wondering questions to use during creative time:
I wonder if you ever feel lost?
I wonder what it means to be forgiven by God?
I wonder what other stories there are in the Bible about being lost and found?

The Adventure Map
Explain the Adventure Map and how a lot of the books were written shortly after Jesus’s time. They tell us about what Jesus said and did and how his friends lived their lives, sharing with others how to be good followers of Jesus. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8210332]Take the group to the Adventure Map that you have created on the wall. Get the group to find where on the Map today’s story came from. Choose one or some of the things created by the group to be photographed and attach this to the wall to create a visual reminder of where the story came from and your adventure together. The aim is that in a year you will have lots of reminders of the stories and where in the Bible they come from. Use a piece of string or ribbon to connect the photo of the craft work to the book of the Bible. 

Walking the Way 
This is a time to invite the parents and carers back in to share what the children have been up to during the session. They will also be here to hear about the Walking the Way challenge and the tasks (should they choose to accept them) that the children (and parents) are about to undertake. 
For the Younger: FOFA the bear
This is FOFA. FOFA likes nothing more than to go on an adventure; FOFA is a little more adventurous than me. FOFA believes that faith is a journey and that’s why FOFA would love to take you on a journey with him and walk the way of God in our everyday lives. Each session FOFA would like to go home with one of you and add to FOFA’s scrapbook of things you do together. FOFA doesn’t mind if you draw a picture of what you have done, take a photograph or just write a story about it. FOFA also doesn’t mind if you just come and tell the rest of us what you got up to together. But because FOFA’s memory isn’t very good as FOFA’s brains are made of stuffing, it would be better to save the memories in the book if you can. At the end of our time together we can always remember the great adventures we have been on together with FOFA and hopefully you will walk a little closer with God. 
For the Older: FOFA cam 
This camera is your window on the world. You have one shot at this, so choose carefully. You will be given a very precious piece of equipment – a FOFA cam. You have one photo to take with the camera, that records one thing – a way you have met the challenge.  If there are other people in the photo, please ask their permission first and explain this photo will be put on display here.  Bring back the camera and your photo next time to share your moment - and remember you only have ONE shot at this!  
Every time we will choose someone to take FOFA bear and someone to take FOFA Cam to help them with the challenge – but we can all have a go at the challenge!
Our Walking the Way Challenge this time is: Find some of the other lost and found stories in the Bible, you can find most of them in the book of Luke chapter 15. Think about what they mean to you. Choose your favourite and act it out or make a scene with some toys and take a photo. 

Adventurers Go!
So, today’s story was about how a lady spent her time looking for a coin she had lost, she didn’t give up and carried on searching until she found it. We may feel unimportant, but God thinks each one of us is precious. God and the angels celebrate when we put our friendship with Jesus first.



Prayers (choose one/both)
Prayer

Forgiving and generous God, 
Thank you for all you have done for us and all that you give us. 
Forgive us when we forget about you 
Make us new like this little penny.  AMEN

Active Prayer
What you need:
· Pennies 
· Vinegar
· salt
· Bowls of water
· wipes
Before the session make up a vinegar solution by mixing one cup of vinegar with one tablespoon of salt. 
For this activity everyone is going to clean their coins using the vinegar solution. Either pour a little bit of solution into individual bowls for each person or have 2 large bowls that people can access. Then encourage everyone to put their coin in the solution, while it is in the solution says the prayer above or something similar.
Encourage everyone to take out their penny and clean it with a wipe:  it should be shinier than when it went in the solution. If you think it is appropriate, allow the children to take home the penny as a reminder of God’s forgiveness and love. (Wash hands at end of exercise)

End Prayer Every Session: Altogether
We are Friends on Faith Adventures, travelling together with God. 
Adventurers go! Amen

What you will need:
· Pennies (1p and 2p)
· A ha’penny board or a table
· Masking tape
· Pen
· Torch
· Foam paper
· Scissors
· Double sided sticky tape
· Foam stickers
· Felt tips
· Small bits of paper
· Pennies 
· Vinegar
· Salt
· Bowls of water
· wipes


	Location
	Possible hazard
	Action required
	Action taken
	Signature

	During session
	Pennies could be swallowed 
	Make sure you have counted how many pennies you have/ supervise carefully/ consider using quiet prayer for very small children   
	 
	

	During session
	Risk of cutting fingers when using scissors
	Use age appropriate scissors and supervise well.
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