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Second Chances 
[bookmark: _Hlk89281118]
Welcome (Parents and Carers asked to stay until after The Opening Prayer) 

[bookmark: _Hlk536168152]Welcome back to Friends on Faith Adventures. We are looking forward to going on a journey and nobody knows where we will end up. All we know is we have got our crate filled with adventure and an open path ahead. So, hold on tight and enjoy the ride!! 
Let’s hear about FOFA bear and FOFA cam’s adventures this week and how everyone got on with the Walking the Way challenge. (Encourage everyone, including parents and carers, to join in.) 

The Opening Prayer
We are friends together (shake hands with both palms facing towards body) 
On a faith adventure (point to forehead with thumb. Hold other hand with palm facing up and bring the side of your first hand down so that it goes across the palm of the second hand just below the fingers)
With the Bible as our mapbook (draw cross with thumbnail on back of hand then put hands together and open like a book) 
And Jesus as our guide (use index fingers to point into palm of each hand in turn).
God, be with us in all that we do (point up, then make index finger into a hook shape and move down as though pulling down towards you) 
And go with us wherever we go (point outwards). 
Amen (two thumbs up with hands apart, bring hands together) 

The Alternative Prayer
Lord help us to be:
Prepared for adventure 
In all we do.
Loving and caring,
Open to others
Together as one community
Sharing the love of Jesus on our way.
Amen 

Fun Together
Try, try again
What you need:
· Coin
· Cup
· Masking tape
[bookmark: _Hlk91009184]Tape a marker to the floor and line everyone up behind it. Place a cup a short distance away (judge the distance by the age and ability of your group). Each person is to have a go at throwing the coin into the cup from the marker. If they miss first time, pause as if to consider what to do and then ask if they would like a second chance? Let them try again. Repeat this with each person who misses, you could let them try more than once if you wish.
Searching for answers
What you will need:
· pig masks
· 2 bags of money
· robe
· bowls
Hide the items needed for the story and instruct everyone to search for them. The game would work best if there were one item per participant to search for.

Today’s theme teaches us to know that God is a God of second chances


The Big Story- The prodigal son – Luke ch15 v 11-32
Roles for the story: Assign parts ensuring one person is reader 1:
· Items from the game		ROLES: Father
· (pig masks				son 
· 2 bags of money			prodigal son
· robe					pigs
· bowls					servants
· chair					reader 1

Reader 1: There was once a father who had two sons.
[Two sons stand by the father who is seated on a chair with the bags of money on his lap]
Reader 1: One of the sons went off to feed the animals and look after the farm to help his dad.
[son to act out feeding animals and digging the ground]
Reader 1: But the other son didn’t like hard work. He wanted to party. He looks at his father and the money he had and thought for a moment. 
[Second son to look questioning at the father and the money]
Reader 1: This son went over to his father and said “I know me and my brother will get some money from you when you die but I don’t want to wait until then, I would like the money now’
[Second son holds out his hand]
Reader 1: The father could have said no. But he listened to his son and, feeling sad, gave him one of the money bags. It was his share of all that his father owned. 
[father gives money bag to the second son]
Reader 1: Trouble was, the second son was a prodigal son, which means he wasn’t careful with money at all. He didn’t look after it. Instead, the prodigal son skipped off happily and started to spend the money
[prodigal son skips off, other son is still busy working]
Reader 1: The prodigal son eats fine food
[prodigal son mimes eating fine food, other son is still busy working ]
Reader 1: The prodigal son drinks the best wines
[prodigal son mimes drinking wine, other son is still busy working
Reader 1: The prodigal son spends his money on parties and gambling until…….. you got it……… he put his hand into his money bag and found it was empty. 
[Prodigal son looks sad]
Reader 1: Soon the prodigal son starts to feel hungry … and thirsty….. There’s nothing for it, he needs to get a job
[Prodigal son looks sad and rubs his tummy]
Reader 1: But jobs weren’t easy to come by. In fact, the only job the prodigal son could find was feeding the pigs.
[Pigs start crawling around snorting, prodigal son acts feeding them]
Reader 1: The prodigal son was so hungry that he even ate the pig’s food! Ugh, gross! 
[prodigal son pretends to eat pigs’ food]
Reader 1: The prodigal son looks at the pigs, he looks at the food and wonders what is he doing? His fathers’ servants eat better than him. He decided there and then to go back home to this father. His dad might be cross but he might just give him something to eat and a job on the farm. 
[prodigal son shrugs and starts to walk home]
Reader 1: The father had been watching for his son everyday hoping he would come home.
[father stands watching, his hand shielding his eyes against the sun]
Reader 1: As soon as the father sees the son walking towards the house, he starts running to him
[Father runs to prodigal son who is walking towards the house]
Reader 1: Much to the prodigal son’s surprise, his father doesn’t shout or scold or even say “I told you so”. Instead he puts a robe on the shoulders of his son and hugs him. He is just so glad his son is home. 
[father puts a robe around the shoulders of the prodigal son]
Reader 1: But not everyone was pleased to see the prodigal son. His brother felt really cross. After all, the prodigal son had gone off partying and wasting half his father’s money while he, the good brother, had stayed at home working hard on the farm.  He marches over to their father and says, “How can you be pleased to see my brother? After all, he’s the one who left, while I stayed and did what I should.”
[Brother puts fists on his hips and looks cross]
But the father just said, “My son was lost and now he is found” and he asks his servants to throw a party.
[Everybody start to jump and dance]
Reader 1: The son looked on and thought “Is my father really going to give him a second chance?” I wonder if you would have given him a second chance too? 


Creative Adventure
[bookmark: _Hlk8208452]Prodigal son craft
What you will need:
· A4 thin card
· Lolly sticks
· Template people
· Animal straw
· Pva glue
· Felt tips
· scissors   ________________

Use the scissors to cut a slot in the card.


Use felt tips to colour in the 2-template people then stick each of them onto the end of a lolly stick to make puppets. 
Use the pens to decorate one half of the paper with a house and field from the story.
With PVA, glue the straw to the other half of the page and draw some pigs. 
Pop the two lolly sticks through the slot, from the back of the piece of paper so that the figures appear in the scene. 
Act out the father and son separating and then running  back to each other as in the story

Wondering questions to use during creative time:
I wonder how you would feel if you were the brother?
I wonder why Jesus told this story?
I wonder how we can give others a second chance?

The Adventure Map
Explain the Adventure Map and how a lot of the books were written shortly after Jesus’s time. They tell us about what Jesus said and did and how his friends lived their lives, sharing with others how to be good followers of Jesus. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8210332]Take the group to the Adventure Map that you have created on the wall. Get the group to find where on the Map today’s story came from. Choose one or some of the things created by the group to be photographed and attach this to the wall to create a visual reminder of where the story came from and your adventure together. The aim is that in a year you will have lots of reminders of the stories and where in the Bible they come from. Use a piece of string or ribbon to connect the photo of the craft work to the book of the Bible. 

Walking the Way 
This is a time to invite the parents and carers back in to share what the children have been up to during the session. They will also be here to hear about the Walking the Way challenge and the tasks (should they choose to accept them) that the children (and parents) are about to undertake. 
For the Younger: FOFA the bear
This is FOFA. FOFA likes nothing more than to go on an adventure; FOFA is a little more adventurous than me. FOFA believes that faith is a journey and that’s why FOFA would love to take you on a journey with him and walk the way of God in our everyday lives. Each session FOFA would like to go home with one of you and add to FOFA’s scrapbook of things you do together. FOFA doesn’t mind if you draw a picture of what you have done, take a photograph or just write a story about it. FOFA also doesn’t mind if you just come and tell the rest of us what you got up to together. But because FOFA’s memory isn’t very good as FOFA’s brains are made of stuffing, it would be better to save the memories in the book if you can. At the end of our time together we can always remember the great adventures we have been on together with FOFA and hopefully you will walk a little closer with God. 
For the Older: FOFA cam 
This camera is your window on the world. You have one shot at this, so choose carefully. You will be given a very precious piece of equipment – a FOFA cam. You have one photo to take with the camera, that records one thing – a way you have met the challenge.  If there are other people in the photo, please ask their permission first and explain this photo will be put on display here.  Bring back the camera and your photo next time to share your moment - and remember you only have ONE shot at this!  
Every time we will choose someone to take FOFA bear and someone to take FOFA Cam to help them with the challenge – but we can all have a go at the challenge!
Our Walking the Way Challenge this time is: This coming week as you spend time with friends and families, be aware of giving them a second chance when they do or say something which upsets you.

Adventurers Go!
So, today’s story was about a son who made a wrong decision, realised his mistake and said sorry for what he had done wrong. His father  gave his son a second chance. Jesus told this story to teach us that our God is a God of second chances and will always forgive us when we get it wrong and say sorry.

Prayers (choose one/both)
Prayer

God of second chances,
Remind us to say sorry for what we do wrong,
Thank you that you wipe the slate clean,
Help us to give others a second chance too.
AMEN

Active Prayer
What you need:
· Magic slate each Jolly Snowman Magic Slates - Baker Ross
Using the stick supplied with the magic slate draw or write times when you have done something you shouldn’t or said something you shouldn’t. Say sorry. Lift up the grey paper to remove the words or pictures, just like God giving us a fresh start. Say thank you. 

End Prayer Every Session: Altogether
We are Friends on Faith Adventures, travelling together with God. 
Adventurers go! Amen


What you will need:
· Magic slate each Jolly Snowman Magic Slates - Baker Ross
· pig masks
· 2 bags of money
· robe
· bowls
· chair
· A4 paper
· Lolly sticks
· Template people
· Animal straw
· Pva glue
· Felt tips
· scissors
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