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The Visit of the Kings

Welcome (Parents and Carers asked to stay until after The Opening Prayer) 

[bookmark: _Hlk536168152]Welcome back to Friends on Faith Adventures. We are looking forward to going on a journey and nobody knows where we will end up. All we know is we have got our crate filled with adventure and an open path ahead. So, hold on tight and enjoy the ride!! 
Let’s hear about FOFA bear and FOFA cam’s adventures this week and how everyone got on with the Walking the Way challenge. (Encourage everyone, including parents and carers, to join in.) 

The Opening Prayer
We are friends together (shake hands with both palms facing towards body) 
On a faith adventure (point to forehead with thumb. Hold other hand with palm facing up and bring the side of your first hand down so that it goes across the palm of the second hand just below the fingers)
With the Bible as our mapbook (draw cross with thumbnail on back of hand then put hands together and open like a book) 
And Jesus as our guide (use index fingers to point into palm of each hand in turn).
God, be with us in all that we do (point up, then make index finger into a hook shape and move down as though pulling down towards you) 
And go with us wherever we go (point outwards). 
Amen (two thumbs up with hands apart, bring hands together)

The Alternative Prayer
Lord help us to be:
Prepared for adventure 
In all we do.
Loving and caring,
Open to others
Together as one community
Sharing the love of Jesus on our way.
Amen 

Fun Together
What you will need:
· Torch
· Blindfold

Choose one person to be blindfolded, to hold the torch and be the ‘star’. They are to stand at one end of the hall while everyone else is to stand on one side of the room.  The lights should be turned off and curtains closed if possible. Once ready, those standing to one side should slowly and carefully make their way to the other side without making much noise. The ‘star’ is to shine the torch where they think someone is making their way across the room. If that person gets caught in the starlight, then they are out. The winner is the last person still in play.
Following the Star
Before the children arrive, create a route around the building using the sticky back stars. Around the route, the children can pick up little items relating to the Kings’ story and have little interesting facts so they go on a story path. Suggested items would include stars/ small gifts/ telescope/ toy camels/ doll/ crowns/ play figures for Mary and Joseph. 
Facts about the wise men: Who Were the Three Kings? Story of the Wise Men for Children (proverbialhomemaker.com)

Today’s theme is about how we must never give up finding out about and getting to know Jesus.


The Big Story: Matthew 2 The visit of the Kings!

You will need
· 5 paper crowns
· Baby doll in cloth or a towel with a balloon head
· Crown for Herod
· Blue scarf for Mary
· Brown scarf for Joseph
· 3 objects to represent the gifts

Reader 1: Today we are going to hear about the visit of the Wise men…

Reader 2: You mean the three kings, I bet you have got have three crowns in there [goes to the bag to get the crowns out]

Reader 1: Well maybe…

Reader 2: [Pulls out one crown, then another, then another] Hold on you’ve got too many here…  

Reader 1: Have I?

Reader 2: Yes! Look you have 1, 2, 3, 4, 5… [start giving them out to people volunteering to be the wise men]

Reader 1: What’s wrong with having 5 crowns?

Reader 2: There were three kings! Everyone knows that. Duh!

Reader 1: Who said? 

Reader 2: oh, um I thought the Bible…….

Reader 1: The Bible just says that wise men from the east saw a star. Three different gifts are mentioned,  but who knows how many wise folk there were. But don’t worry, let’s hear about the story of their journey. So, Baby Jesus had been born to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem [go into the bag and pull out a doll – choose a volunteer to hold it like a baby]
Reader 2: Ahh wasn’t he cute, what happened next? Did the kings, sorry wise men, visit straight away?
Reader 1: Good question. Well, the wise men lived a long way away and they liked to study the stars like a map in the sky. 
Reader 2: What like sat nav?
Reader 1: Well , yes, kind of. Anyway, there was a bright star in the sky [Take the star out of the bag and get a volunteer to hold star up] and was unlike any other star they had ever seen before. They knew that there was something special about it, so they decided to follow it. [Let the volunteer holding the star walk around for a bit with the wise men following as though riding on camels]
Reader 2: And the star led them straight to Baby Jesus?
Reader 1: It would have done if they had completely trusted it. But they didn’t quite trust where it was taking them because they knew it was supposed to lead them to a king. They’d read about it in their holy books. So they assumed they needed to go to a palace. And the only palace around those parts belonged to King Herod. 
Reader 2: Well, we’ve all made mistakes.
Reader 1: Yeah, but this was a BIG mistake! For such wise men they’d been very foolish! (Choose a volunteer to be Herod. Give them a crown and a stick and encourage them to look mean) Herod was not amused when the wise men turned up talking about a new king. He was the king and he wasn’t having some upstart baby taking over HIS kingdom!  But he put on his best smile and pretended that he really really wanted to see the new baby, maybe even give him a present, and he asked the wise men to let him know where the baby could be found.   
Reader 2: Did he really want to buy the baby a present? 
Reader 1: Not exactly - he wanted to kill him!!

Reader 2: Kill Him? 

Reader 1: Oh yes. King Herod was jealous and not a very nice man at all. The wise men promised to come back and let him know where the baby was, and then they were on their way again. 

Reader 2: This time following the star rather than their own judgement?

Reader 1: Yes! Now some say that all this travel from the East would have taken some time and, if the star had only appeared when Jesus was born, he could have been a few months old by the time they found Jesus and his parents. We can’t really be sure. But we know that they followed the star until it led them to Jesus. 

Reader 2: That must have been very difficult -they really had to trust God would show them the way.
Reader 1: But they found him and brought him gifts. Can you remember what they brought?
Reader 2: Yes yes yes! Gold, Myrrh and Frankincense! (Get the presents out of the bag for the wise ones to give to the baby) 
Reader 1: That’s right. They were really expensive gifts for the time and would have been a really big gift to Mary and Joseph.
Reader 2: What like a PlayStation 5?
Reader 1: Bigger than that! Then they left and they are never mentioned again in the bible.
Reader 2: Hold on, what about Herod? Did they go back and tell him where to find Jesus?
Reader 1: No they didn’t. God told them in a dream that Herod wanted to kill the child, so they took a different route home. Mary and Joseph had chance to escape before he sent people to find them. They were refugees for a while and had to run away to safety in Egypt. 
Reader 2: Phew! Good job they didn’t hang around and had a head start over Herod.   
Reader 1: The wise men’s journey to find baby Jesus was not an easy one. They travelled a long, long distance and they really had to trust God to show them the way. We can sometimes struggle to find Jesus in our busy lives, particularly at Christmas with all the hustle and bustle, gifts and celebrations.
Reader 2: I wonder where I can find Jesus today?




Creative Adventure
[bookmark: _Hlk8208452]Edible stars!
What you need:
Biscuit dough or the ingredients to make biscuits Easiest ever biscuits recipe | BBC Good Food
Star cookie cutters
Boiled sweets
Greaseproof paper
Baking trays
Pencil

Divide the biscuit dough between all those taking part in this activity, enough so that each person could make two biscuits each. Flatten out the biscuit dough and then use the cookie cutter to cut a star out of it. Press a hole in the middle of the biscuit with your thumb, place the biscuit on the baking tray and pop a boiled sweet in the hole. Create a little hole in one of the points of the star (to thread some ribbon through once cooked to hang on the Christmas tree) Ensure the name of the person who owns the biscuit is written on the greaseproof paper. Bake in the oven for 15/20 minutes. Leave to cool before sending biscuits home.



ALTERNATIVE/ ADDITIONAL CRAFT

Star card

What you need:

· Blue card
· Star stickers
· Black felt tips
· Scissors

Use the scissors to cut the corner off the card, fold it three ways lengthways so that it can stand up. Place stars onto the card, use the black pens to draw some wise men and camels onto the card as well as the words ‘wise men still search for him’ 

Wondering questions to use during creative time:
I wonder what gift you would take to baby Jesus?
I wonder if anything stops us searching for Jesus today?
I wonder how many people would turn up in our town if Jesus came today?

The Adventure Map
Explain the Adventure Map and how a lot of the books were written shortly after Jesus’s time. They tell us about what Jesus said and did and how his friends lived their lives, sharing with others how to be good followers of Jesus. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8210332]Take the group to the Adventure Map that you have created on the wall. Get the group to find where on the Map today’s story came from. Choose one or some of the things created by the group to be photographed and attach this to the wall to create a visual reminder of where the story came from and your adventure together. The aim is that in a year you will have lots of reminders of the stories and where in the Bible they come from. Use a piece of string or ribbon to connect the photo of the craft work to the book of the Bible. 

Walking the Way 
This is a time to invite the parents and carers back in to share what the children have been up to during the session. They will also be here to hear about the Walking the Way challenge and the tasks (should they choose to accept them) that the children (and parents) are about to undertake. 
For the Younger: FOFA the bear
This is FOFA. FOFA likes nothing more than to go on an adventure; FOFA is a little more adventurous than me. FOFA believes that faith is a journey and that’s why FOFA would love to take you on a journey with him and walk the way of God in our everyday lives. Each session FOFA would like to go home with one of you and add to FOFA’s scrapbook of things you do together. FOFA doesn’t mind if you draw a picture of what you have done, take a photograph or just write a story about it. FOFA also doesn’t 

mind if you just come and tell the rest of us what you got up to together. But because FOFA’s memory isn’t very good as FOFA’s brains are made of stuffing, it would be better to save the memories in the book if you can. At the end of our time together we can always remember the great adventures we have been on together with FOFA and hopefully you will walk a little closer with God. 
For the Older: FOFA cam 
This camera is your window on the world. You have one shot at this, so choose carefully. You will be given a very precious piece of equipment – a FOFA cam. You have one photo to take with the camera, that records one thing – a way you have met the challenge.  If there are other people in the photo, please ask their permission first and explain this photo will be put on display here.  Bring back the camera and your photo next time to share your moment - and remember you only have ONE shot at this!  
Every time we will choose someone to take FOFA bear and someone to take FOFA cam to help them with the challenge – but we can all have a go at the challenge!
Our Walking the Way Challenge this time is: Choose a clear night to look at the stars, perhaps with a telescope if you can. Remember that God used a star to guide the Wise Men to Jesus. 

Adventurers Go!
Today we have heard about some wise men who never gave up on their search for Jesus, to find him and know him. Even though their journey had bumps along the way, they kept following the way that God was leading them. 

Prayers (choose one/both)
Creator God, who made the skies and all the stars,
Who sent baby Jesus to be our friend,
And our guide,
Help us to never give up knowing Jesus
Amen


Active Prayer
Everyone is stand in a circle, position their hands like a telescope round their eye, then all join in with the prayer below.
[Point telescope up] Father helps us search up high,
[Point telescope down] Father helps search down low
[Point telescope to left] Father help us search side
[Point telescope to right] to side
[Point telescope straight ahead] so that we find you, know you and be our friend.
Amen

End Prayer Every Session: Altogether
We are Friends on Faith Adventures, travelling together with God. 
Adventurers go! Amen










What you will need:
Game: 
· Torch
· Blindfold
· Stars
· small gifts
· telescope
· toy camels
· doll
· crowns
· play figures for Mary and Joseph. 

Story: 
· 5 paper crowns
· Baby doll in cloth or a towel with a balloon head
· Crown for Herod
· Blue scarf for Mary
· Brown scarf for Joseph
· 3 objects to represent the gifts
Craft:
· Biscuit dough or the ingredients to make biscuits
· Star cookie cutters
· Boiled sweets
· Greaseproof paper
· Baking trays
· Pencil
· Blue card
· Star stickers
· Black felt tips
· Scissors


	

	Location
	Possible hazard
	Action required
	Action taken
	Signature

	During session
	Use of scissors, danger of cutting skin
	Supervise children/ provide appropriate child safe scissors 
	
	

	During session
	Danger of burns from hot oven/ biscuits
	Supervise children/ adults only to touch the oven
	
	

	During session 
	Potential food allergies 
	Check consent forms for potential allergy problems 
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