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	News Update                             Jul/Aug 2024










2024 General Assembly

The 2024 General Assembly took place from 12-15 July at The Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick. General Assembly meets annually to celebrate, discuss, worship and make decisions about the life and work of the URC. It is the Church’s highest decision-making body. Find the full round up of each day's business and the decisions made on the news pages of the URC website.
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			New Assembly Moderator inducted
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	The Revd Tim Meadows, Minister of Allerton and St Stephen’s Wavertree in Mersey Synod, 
has now begun his moderatorial year as General Assembly Moderator 2024-2025. The Moderator of General Assembly is the national figurehead for the denomination, representing the URC both internally and within the wider world. If you would like to extend an invitation from your church please email his PA Lynne Barker.
















		Assembly Moderator-elect
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	Catriona Wheeler, an Elder at Trinity URC in Lincoln, has been nominated to serve as General Assembly Moderator 2025-2026. Catriona is a lawyer and Notary Public, and is trustee to two local charities which benefit people in Lincoln. Catriona is committed to the life of the Church having held membership in churches across three Synods. She also serves the wider church as Legal Adviser to the East Midlands Synod, as a director of East Midlands Synod Trust and Chair of the United Reformed Church Trust. 









			Help Commitment for Life raise £20k for its Gaza appeal
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	An appeal launched by the Commitment for Life team in response to the escalating humanitarian crisis in Gaza has topped more than £15,500. The team would like to reach £20,000. The hope is that the funds will go towards a project currently being developed by the Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee which has cleared land in the middle area of Gaza and are co-designing a fully accessible internally displaced persons camp to enable services for people with disabilities. Revd Dr Kevin Snyman, Programme Officer (Global Justice & Partnerships), said: "Everyone at Commitment for Life has been deeply touched by the generosity of URC members. People have given what they can, and then more." Learn more about the appeal and how to make a donation.
Image: Palestinian News & Information Agency (Wafa) in contract with APAimages/Wikimedia/CC BY-SA 3.0.









			Leave a lasting legacy in your Will



	The URC has joined a pioneering initiative called Faith Will to encourage people to talk about leaving gifts in their Wills to Christian Aid, their church or Quaker meeting. Free resources are available to hold a Faith Will moment, making it easier to talk about the power of gifts in Wills and how people’s generosity can help create change in their communities and around the world. Learn more about the initiative.




		Summer holiday outreach ideas



	The summer holidays offer many opportunities for churches to reach out to their communities. Hope Together has compiled a free list of top ideas to help your church connect to those in your local area. From a board games bonanza to a "crafternoon". Download the free suggestions for your next summer outreach event. 









					New government urged to end poverty
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	Banners with the message “Let’s End Poverty in the UK and globally” are being put up outside church buildings to invite parliamentary candidates to set out clear action plans to tackle the issue. As churches and charities increasingly fill the gap for those most in need at home and around the world, the call is being made for the new government to put an “ending poverty action plan” at the top of their agenda. Learn more and order your banner.















		New Free Churches Moderator-elect
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	Congratulations to the Revd Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson who has been elected Moderator-elect for the Free Churches Group. Tessa will serve in that capacity for a year before becoming Moderator in the spring of 2025. Of her appointment, Tessa said she felt "deeply honoured". Learn more about Tessa's appointment.















			New small grant available to build links with uniformed groups



	New small grants of £50 or £100 are available for URC local churches from the Discipleship Development Fund to support churches building links with uniformed groups Boys’ Brigade, Girls’ Brigade, Guiding or Scouting. Apply for the new small grant.









			Download or print News Update



	A downloadable version of News Update, formatted for print, and for churches to copy and paste into church newsletters or magazines will be available within a week of this edition being published. Download your printable version of News Update.




		Share your good news



	If you have a good news story that can inspire, raise hope or show God's work in action then please let URC Communications know. We would love to help share your news across the denomination and in local news outlets. Email the URC Comms Team or call 07976 753 950.









			Free Season of Creation resourses



	The Revd David Coleman, EcoCongregation Scotland Chaplain, has curated an online resource to support congregations in celebrating the annual Season of Creation, 1 September to 4 October, a growing global movement developing the Church’s relationship with our "common home" and fellow creatures. With lectionary notes, prayers, poems, and location videos, there is much for you to use in whatever way is most encouraging for your own church and community. Access the free Season of Creation resources. Please email the Chaplain with any questions.






		Volunteer with the URC at Greenbelt



	Volunteer with the URC at Greenbelt festival's Youth Engagement Team. Greenbelt takes place 22-25 August. If you are aged 18+ and enjoy supporting 12-17 year olds, and have experience, gifts, skills to share you are welcomed to apply for this opportunity which comes with benefits, training, and support. Please email Judy Harris, National Synod of Wales CYDO for more information.










			This month in Reform magazine



	[image: ]



	Four well-informed contributors reflected on how Christians should vote, editor Stephen Tomkins buckles up for democracy, and Lance Stone argues that the Christian commitment to Jesus, the Good Shepherd, demands a deep political and civic responsibility.

You can now meet the new Moderator of the United Reformed Church General Assembly, the Revd Tim Meadows, who has journeyed from fundamentalism in the mountains of Virginia to leading a pioneering, inclusive spiritual community in Liverpool. He says the URC needs to proclaim itself more loudly and not hide behind "the cloak of an inherited model of church".

Elsewhere in the summer edition of Reform, Sarah Corbett’s crafty form of campaigning offers a thought-provoking activity for you to get your needle into, while the summer of sport gets a look in with our focus on athlete and missionary Eric Liddell, whose very public faith commitment at the 1924 Paris Olympics was the subject of the Oscar winning film, Chariots of Fire.

Other anniversaries are also marked. It is 350 years since the birth of the prolific hymn writer Isaac Watts – Ana Gobledale asks what inspired him; and Sarah Lane Cawte marks 80 years since the passing of the Education Act in the UK.

All this and more in the July-August Reform, published on 30 June. Subscribe to Reform digitally or in print. For any queries, please email the Reform team.
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	Please order online using the URC Bookshop’s easy-to-use website www.urcshop.co.uk or by calling 020 7916 8629.
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	Advent packs: Due to phenomenal demand over the past five years, the 2024 Advent packs are now available to pre-order. Delivery will be from mid-October to early November. This year, the URC family Advent packs invite people to "Step into the Story". There is an original story book, inspiring activities and an A4 sticker advent calendar to engage children and their families with the Christmas story. Available in single packs and packs of 10 or 25. £3-£65 +p&p.
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	Pastoral Care In Practice – An Introduction And Guide by Michael Hopkins is for anyone seeking an accessible introduction to Christian pastoral care, this short guide offers a practical introduction to caring for congregations and communities. It includes: a brief exploration of the biblical and theological background of pastoral care; self-care: assessing your abilities and sources of support; keeping everyone safe: the principles behind all safeguarding policies and more. £12.59 +p&p.
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	2025 URC Diaries – Pocket and A5 Diaries in brown or black or A5 in green is available from early August. The diaries include the following: calendars to 2027, year planners to 2027, notable dates for the URC and the wider Church, metric measures, Lectionary readings, Assembly officers and URC staff, useful addresses, Assembly committee details, Synod information, 2025 diary one week to a page, 2026 diary one week over two pages, 2026 diary one week to a page, year planner 2026-2028 for advanced engagement and various maps. £9-£11 +p&p.
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	A Serious House by Martin Camroux explores the state of today's church and argues that it maybe in its death throes. Losing touch with the church has meant a break with the Western cultural past, its history, its music, its art, its literature, much of which cannot fully be understood without its religious heritage. But something more important than any of that is in danger of being lost when churches fall completely out of use. £19 +p&p.









			Synod news



			North Western
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	Kendal URC's eco efforts have paid off as the congregation has gained a silver Eco Church Award. The church was presented with its award by the Revd Dr John Bradbury, URC General Secretary, at a recent service.











		Wessex 
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	Congratulations to the Revd Dr Colin Thompson who has won the Pratt Green Trust's 2024 Hymn Competition with his hymn Creation's Glory Shines to the tune Ich Halte Treulich Still (J. S. Bach). This year's competition was along the theme "Celebrating creation in all its diversity" and Colin beat more than 150 submissions. Read the winning hymn.









			Mersey 
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	Newtown URC recently welcomed Year 4 pupils from Queen’s Park CofE/URC Primary School for its "Experience Pentecost" event. Church members from Newtown URC and Ormskirk Street, along with Mersey Synod staff, hosted six sessions with interactive activities and storytelling. The Revd Diane Barrow, Minister of Toll Bar with Prescot and Newtown URCs, said: “This is always a really encouraging event and a way of talking faith and sharing the story of Jesus and God’s love with children." Learn more.















		Yorkshire
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	Caroline Pathak, a Lay Preacher within the synod and Mission Enabler at Longcauseway Church in Dewsbury, is taking her ministry to the streets by volunteering as a Police Chaplain in West Yorkshire. Caroline said: “It’s a great privilege to come alongside those who tirelessly work for public safety.” Caroline began her career as a teacher in India before taking up a role as warden in a boarding school. She moved to the UK in 2006 to pursue her theological studies.

















			Social Justice 



			Invite your MP to church
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	Inviting your MP to church can be a great way for your congregation and your MP to get to know one another, laying the foundations for a positive and purposeful relationship with your new or returning MP after the General Election. Gain free suggestions on how to plan a "Get to know your MP" church service.
Image: Culture Republic/Flickr CC BY-ND 2.0.













		Congratulate your MP
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			The first few months for a new MP can be challenging as they get established. Whether your MP is new or returning to the role, we are inviting all churches to let your MP know that you care, you are praying for them and would like to support them as they seek to serve the local community. Even if they aren’t the candidate you voted for, will you show that your church cares? Access free suggestions from JPIT on how to congratulate your MP.






















			What's On



			Ministry Enqurier's Event
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	Learn what God might be asking of you at the Ministry Enquirers' Conference taking place on 5 October from 9.30am-12.30pm on Zoom. Here you'll be able to think about God's call to Stepwise, worship leading, lay preaching, lay pioneering, ministry with children and young people, the Ministry of Word and Sacraments or Church Related Community Work. For joining details, please email the Ministries Team.















		BBC Radio 4: Eric Liddell
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	Morningside United Church in Edinburgh will host a special BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship service on 11 August in honour of the 100th anniversary of Eric Liddell winning his Olympic medals. Eric, a devout Christian, became famous for refusing to compete on a Sunday at the 1924 Olympics. His story was captured in the Oscar-winning film Chariots of Fire. Tune into BBC Radio 4.









	Celebrating Isaac Watts



	East Midlands Synod is holding a free celebration to mark the 350th anniversary of Isaac Watts’ birth on Saturday 21 September from 2.30-4pm at Melton Mowbray with Freeby URC. The Revd Dr Robert Pope will deliver the keynote and there will be a chance to hear and sing several of Watts’ best-known hymns. Book your free ticket to the Isaac Watts celebration.



			Free tickets to CRE 2024
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	Get your free ticket and visit the URC at Stand P10 at the Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE) 2024 taking place 9-10 October at the Marshall Arena in Milton Keynes. Get your free ticket to CRE.







		Retreat for youth workers
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	Bookings are open for URC Children's Workers Conference, taking place from 1-3 November. The conference will be a mix of retreat, networking, worship, training and a chance to explore a range of resources from various providers. The conference will take place at Ripon College in Cuddesdon near Oxford and costs £150 per person. Bookings for day visitors cost £35 per day. Learn more about the conference and book your place. For all queries, please email Lorraine Webb.






















						Recruitment



	URC vacancies and beyond



			Children and Family Worker (Children 0 – 11yrs)
Location: Thomas Risley Church, Warrington
Salary: £19,500 per annum.
Hours: 25 hours pw
Closing date for applications: 8 August




		Member of Pensions Committee
The URC is seeking immediate nominations and applications for a member of Pensions Committee. Have you a financial background? If so, the URC needs you!
Learn more about the role and how to apply.
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